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RACING INTEGRITY BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (12.31 pm): I rise to oppose this bill. I oppose this bill, and I 
oppose this government, and I oppose a lot of the things that this government has done because 
confidence— 

Government members interjected.  

Mr KRAUSE: I do not know why they are getting so excited about me expressing my lack of 
confidence in them. I would have thought that much was clear at this point in the term.  

Confidence is a very fragile thing: it is a very fragile thing in the racing industry and it is a very 
fragile thing in the economy. It is a bit like reputation. When I used to work for a financial institution I 
fondly recall that one of the board members used to say that reputation arrives on the back of a tortoise 
and it can be gone like a hare. I think we can say that that is exactly what has happened to the 
Queensland racing industry under the stewardship of this minister and this government. This 
government has shattered confidence again in the Queensland racing industry. It did it once before 
during the Bligh and Beattie years and now history is repeating itself.  

Ms Grace: How do you know? You were not here.  

Mr KRAUSE: No, I was not here, Minister, but I was— 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Farmer): Order! Two things: (1) Minister, I appreciate that you 
have very passionate views on this, but I am going to ask you to curtail your interjections; (2) Minister 
and member, I remind you that we do not have conversations across the House. Address all of your 
comments through the chair, please.  

Mr KRAUSE: Yes, Madam Deputy Speaker, I was just taking the minister’s interjection. Who can 
forget the scandals and mismanagement that went on during the Bligh years and the fact that they 
destroyed country racing in Queensland. It was the LNP that rebuilt country racing in Queensland and 
put some confidence back in the entire industry by putting in place a board that was dedicated to building 
racing—not tearing it down and not destroying confidence. Unfortunately, we have seen the destruction 
of confidence in the racing industry yet again.  

The lack of consultation with all parts of the industry is scandalous, and the capricious action 
taken by this government to sack the entire Racing Queensland Board last year on the back of a scandal 
or an issue in one code alone is absolutely disgraceful. It shows that they have learned nothing from 
the Bligh years and Bob Bentley— 

Mr Dickson: And Bill Ludwig.  

Mr KRAUSE: Bill Ludwig as well—which destroyed confidence in Queensland racing. My 
electorate of Beaudesert and the Beaudesert area in particular has a big stake in the racing industry 
and the thoroughbred industry, and hundreds of jobs depend directly and indirectly on the racing 
industry.  
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Mr Rickuss: Don’t you have 120 trainers there?  

Mr KRAUSE: Something like that, member for Lockyer. There are many trainers. It is a great 
industry, and during our term in office great works were undertaken by Racing Queensland under the 
stewardship of Kevin Dixon and the minister for racing at the time, the member for Buderim. A sum of 
$4.7 million was injected into that course to bring meets back and they now have over a dozen meets. 
It took an injection of confidence in the industry to be able to bring those meets back, to get the people 
back and to get more people training there. In fact, at Beaudesert their training roster is so full that they 
almost need another expansion already to accommodate them all.  

The Showcase Country Series was a great thing for Beaudesert racing and in fact for all country 
racing. The capital investment enabled more meets to come from other courses when there was work 
being carried out through other capital injections at other courses, which is all a great boost for the local 
Beaudesert economy. When the Racing Queensland Board was sacked last year, confidence in the 
local industry and the statewide industry disappeared on the back of a hare just like reputation does. 
When it comes to racing here in Queensland, the reputation of those opposite disappeared on the back 
of a hare around that time as well.  

I will be opposing this bill because I have no confidence in the stewardship of this government in 
the racing industry. The racing industry has no confidence in this government’s stewardship of the 
industry, and we should all be opposing this bill. 

 


